Some other examples of such Linnean medical memorials may be mentioned. The father of medicine, Hippocrates (ca 460-370 BCE) has a tropical vine (Hippocratea) and its family (Hippocrateaceae) named after him. Sigmund Freud (1856-1939) is commemorated by two species of scarab beetle (Cyclocephala freudi, Lepithrix freudi). Arthur Conan Doyle (1859-1930), remembered for his writing and particularly of Sherlock Holmes, rather than for his medical practice, has a genus of pterosaur from the Early Cretaceous era named after him (Arthurdactylus conandoylei), discovered in Brazil in the 1990s in a jungle environment similar to that in which Doyle's novel The Lost World (1912) is set. Although he did not qualify in medicine, Charles Darwin (1809-1882) was at one time a medical student and now has more than 120 species and nine genera named after him, many in his honour rather than because they were originally described by him. Likewise, John Keats (1795-1821) had some medical training before turning full time to poetry and has a wasp named after him (Keatsia) by Girault who evidently had literary interests since he named other wasps after Dante Alighieri, Plutarch, Thomas Carlyle, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Johann Wolfgang Goethe and Henry Wadsworth Longfellow.
Many other species have been named, perhaps fancifully, for celebrities, musicians, philosophers and writers, many of whom have surely had little or no interest in natural history. Examples include Bill Gates, John Cleese, Frank Zappa, John Lennon, Ringo Starr, Kate Winslet, George Bush and others. 3 -5 Returning to our starting point, one may ask why it is that medical explorers should have achieved eponymous fame in the binomial taxonomy. Megan Vaughan has described the 'relentless empiricism of the early tropical doctor' 6 which encompassed not only medical issues but also ethnography, anthropology and geography, as well as botany and zoology, in which the latter two domains many of these individuals would have received some instruction as part of their medical training, unlike the situation today. 7 One may also see the desire to describe and classify, the scientific objectification of the otherness of foreign landscapes and their natural inhabitants, not only as advancing scientific knowledge, but also as one element in the exertion of colonial power.
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